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P:EYC - Frederick T. Merzill

Request for Opinion on Desirability of Soviet Participation
in Conference

PsEWC should like to have an intelligence evaluation
of ‘the proposed Soviet participation in the sclentific con-
fersnce on the Sisctricelly Exploded Wire Phenomenon to be
held in April 1959. The attached coples of the letter from
the Air Force Cambridge Research Center give further details

on the project.

*USAF Declass/Release Instructions On File*
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C ATR FORCE CAMBRIDGE RESEARCH CENTER c
0 Air Research and Development Commnd 0
P United States Air Force 3
Y k4

29 September 1958

Mr. Frederick Merrill

Director, East-West Contacte Btaff
Department of State

Annex FNo. 5

Washington 25, D. €.

Deaxr Mr. Merxill:

This leboratory is conducting & scientific conference on the
Electrically Exploded Wire Pheromsnon, to be held in April of 1959.
We are anxious to make it an internetional conference, and since
the Russians are more active in this field than eny other physi-
cists in the vorld, we should like to invite one or two of the
best known to our coanference.

I bave been told that we may contact your office for help and
advice in making arrangements of this type. Data on the conference,
as far as we know it to dete, 12 as follows:

Bponsor: Air Porce Cambridge Research Center
Geophysics Recearch Directorate

Classification: Unclassified
Date: 2 - 3 April 1959

Ploce: Sessions of 2 April - Bomerset Hotel, Boston, Mass.
Sessions of 3 April - Hanscom Field » Bedford, Mess.

Expected Attendance: (This 18 & very difficult figure to
estimete as no similar conferance has ever been held)
(Best guess) 100-300.

Program: Invited and contributed papers.

From this data can you glve us informetion sbout the possibility
of inviting Rugsian delegates? IFf it is poseible, how must we proceed?

We very much appreciate any informmtion aud help you can give us.

Very truly yours,
/8/
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Exchange of Radio-Television Specialists

Section II (5) of the agreement on exchanges between the United States
and the Soviet Union provides for "an axchange of delegations of specislists
in 1958 to study the production of xadioc and television programs, the tech-
niques of sound recording, the equipment of radio and television studios,
and the mapufacture of fllms, recording tapa, tepe recordexrs, and recoxds."

Phnsarenwundermytoranmmmdelemuontoaotothe Soviet
Union for a visit of about threa weeks beglinning around Octobey 20.

The JAC Ad Hoc Committee on Bxchanges {or 1ts successor whichs &t is

quested to consider the intelligsnce aspects of this exchange and to Provide
an intelligence evaluetion, including the following points:

1. What Soviet instelletions are of particulsr interest, ror possible
inclusion in the itinerary of the American delegation;

2. VWhat information should the Americgn delegation be alert to obtain;

k. If the question of exchange of recording spperatus and other equip-
ment arises, what considemations sbould be tsken into account, vhat equipment
mey be offered, and what equipment sought in return.

It will be appreciated if a prompt reply can be given to qestions
related to the itinerery of the American delesgation, as this w11l be under

Tentative plans are to have the American delegation come to
for briefing on October 8. Interested egencies are invited to suggest topics
to be covered and to nominate experts to participate.

P:mc:mm:!é (‘9/ 19/58)
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